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- The MAILING 



DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 

i J^S ?I? NED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

" K^1£^fIl"Ji?*r^ ,ta ^ lw of 37 CFR 1136(a) - ln no evenl ' however - ma v a re p'y be ,ime| y «** 

atter t>ix (6) MONTHS from the mailing dale of this communication. 

" I Nn n» r i0d H f° F reP ', y SpeCifie r ' S leSS ,han *** (30) days ' a wi,hin ,he sta,utor y ""Mm""! °' thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

" IT.ZT ° f r ?J Y i* P '?" 8d ab ° Ve ' ' he maximUm Sta,utor > P eriod wi " a PP'V ™ d will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the imflnS7lhta romntunioation 

- Failure o reply wilhm the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U SCSI 33) C ° mmUnlCa,,0n - 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11, 453 o.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IEI Claim(s) 1-35 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) 22-34 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-21 and 35 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) H The drawing(s) filed on 28 February 2002 is/are: a)D accepted or bM objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)Q Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1 . Claims 22-34 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on July 12, 2004. 

2. Claims 1 , 2, 3 and 1 3 objected to because of the following informalities: In 
claims 1 , 2, and 1 3, "said free end" lacks antecedence. For purposes of examination, 
"free end" has been interpreted as "dispensing end". In claim 3, "said... second surface- 
lacks antecedence because claim 3 depends from claim 1 , and the second surface is 
recited in claim 2. Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claims 1 3 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. The limitations of claims 13 and 20 are not 
described in the specification, e.g., no non-planar strike surface is described, and no 
continuous taper forming the first channel is described in that the figures show a 
discontinuity in the rounded taper of the reservoir where it joins the linear taper of the 
channel (see, e.g., Figs. 3-6). 

4. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: The limitations of claims 13 and 20 are not found in the 
written description as explained above. 
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5. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 9, 
lines 7-8, the text is unclear. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

6. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the limitations of 
claims 13 and 20 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement 
Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of 
the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-12, 14-15, 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Martinsky. 

Martinsky teaches a pin with flat tip 32 and channels 22 opening on opposed 
surfaces of the pin (Fig. 2A), the upper ends of the channels constituting the instant 
reservoir, or an enlarged reservoir provided as shown in Fig. 4. The point may be .004" 
on a side (col. 4, lines 50-55), or 1.6 x 10' 5 square inches, and the tapered sides of the 
major surfaces increase from .004" at the point to .006" (col. 4, lines 35-60), which 
range overlaps and therefore satisfies, the limitation of claim 17. "V" shaped walls and 
channel/reservoir taper are shown in Figures 2A, 3B. The pin of Martinsky is essentially 
planar in that is flattened on opposite sides as shown in Figure 2A. In that channel 22 
extends through the tip (col. 4, lines 55-57), the first and second reservoir and first and 
second channel meet in the center of the tip. 

9. Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-14, 16, 19-21, 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Moynihan et al. 

The invention as claimed is shown in figures 2B, 4B. The upper ends of the V- 
shaped channels constitute the instant reservoirs, and the spring (54) is shown in Figure 
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2A. the distal face 72 (instant strike surface) may be pyramidal, e.g., non-planar 
(column 7, lines 15-20). 

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jan M. Ludlow whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1260. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 1 1 :30 am - 8:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill A. Warden can be reached on (571) 272-1267. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^ 
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Art Unit 1743 



Jml 

September 23, 2004 



